
A Level
English Language



Course 
Requirements
• Grade 6  or  above  in  GCSE Eng l i sh  Language.

• Summer Trans i t ion  Tasks .

You must:

• have  a  genu ine  cur ios i ty  about  the  Eng l i sh  Language;

• have  the  ab i l i ty  to  wr i te  c lear ly  and  accurate ly  in  
d i f f e rent  forms;

• enjoy  c lass room d iscuss ion and  be  wi l l ing  to  vo ice  an 
op in ion and  l i s ten to  o thers ;

• be ab le  to  work  independent ly  research ing areas  o f  
l ingu is t i c  in te res t .



How will you be 
assessed?

This course is split into three teaching 
units.

• Paper 1 wil l be a written examination –
Language, the Individual and Society.

• Paper 2 wil l be a written examination –
Language Diversity and Change.

• NEA: Two written pieces total ing 20%.



Paper One – Language, 
the Individual and 
Society

The aim of this  par t of  the subject content is  to 
introduce students to language study, explor ing 
textual var iety and chi ldrenʼs language 
development.

This area of  study introduces students to 
methods of  language analys is  to explore concepts 
of  audience, purpose, genre, mode and 
representat ion. It  a lso introduces students to the 
study of  chi ldrenʼs language development, 
explor ing how chi ldren learn language and how 
they are able to understand and express 
themselves through language.



Paper Two – Language 
Diversity and Change

The aim of this area of study is to al low 
students to explore language diversity and 
change over t ime.

Students wil l  study the key concepts of 
audience, purpose, genre and mode and wil l  
explore language in its wider social,  
geographical and temporal contexts. They wil l  
explore processes of language change. This 
part of the subject content also requires 
students to study social att itudes to, and 
debates about, language diversity and change –
including occupation, gender and ethnic ity.



NEA: Language in 
Action
The a im o f  th i s  a rea  o f  s tudy  i s  to  a l low s tudents  to  
exp lore  and  ana lyse language  data  independent ly  and  
deve lop  and  re f lec t  upon the i r  own wr i t ing  exper t i se .

I t  requ i res  s tudents  to  car ry  out  two d i f f e rent  k inds  o f  
ind iv idua l  research:

a  language inves t igat ion (2 ,000  words  exc lud ing data)

a  p iece  o f  or ig ina l  wr i t ing  and  commentary  (750  words  
each) .

S tudents  can choose  to  pursue  a  s tudy  o f  spoken,  wr i t ten 
or  mul t imoda l  data ,  or  a  mix ture  o f  tex t  types ,  
demonstra t ing knowledge  in  areas  o f  ind iv idua l  in te res t .



The AQA English Language A Level, aims to build on 
skills gained at Key Stage 4. Specifically, it aims to 
encourage you to:

DEVELOP AND APPLY 
YOUR UNDERSTANDING 
OF THE CONCEPTS AND 
METHODS APPROPRIATE 
FOR THE ANALYSIS AND 
STUDY OF LANGUAGE;

EXPLORE DATA AND 
EXAMPLES OF LANGUAGE 

IN USE;

ENGAGE CREATIVELY 
AND CRITICALLY WITH A 

VARIED PROGRAMME 
FOR THE STUDY OF 

ENGLISH;

DEVELOP YOUR SKILLS 
AS PRODUCERS AND 
INTERPRETERS OF 

LANGUAGE.



Language Experts

You will develop into language 
detectives who are able to probe 
and investigate spoken and written 
texts. You will understand how the 
language you have spoken and 
written from a very young age is 
constructed.


