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Through love of Christ, delight in Virtue



Our curriculum is designed to take pupils from the secure close-knit feel of good primary schooling to high
levels of independent learning. We always have high aspirations for all our pupils, support them to progress
during their time at St Benedict’s, and encourage them to achieve the best that they are able to. We regularly
review and refine our curriculum so that it meets the personal needs and interests of all our pupils, supporting
and challenging each individual. Pupil progress is tracked across all years with regular reports sent home to
provide information to parents and carers.

For any pupil who may not be reaching their full progression potential, we implement a series of interventions
to ensure that pupils achieve their best. We believe that learning should be interesting and enjoyable. While we
support pupils to develop their knowledge and skills, we encourage them to ask questions, develop their
understanding and build confidence in their own abilities. We provide our pupils with a wide range of
opportunities for them to develop, both during their time at school, and also externally. The values and virtues
of the Roman Catholic Church are at the heart of everything we do at St Benedict’s. We promote care and
respect for all and expect high standards in all aspects of school life.

Our curriculum is designed to meet the needs of our young people, preparing them for adult and working life in
the 21st century. It also enables them to be the best they can be by providing a secure learning environment, a
rigorous academic and vocational curriculum, high expectations and best practice in teaching and learning,
enhanced by wide-ranging extra-curricular opportunities and excellent pastoral care.

O U R  C U R R I C U L U M



SUBJECT
NUMBER OF

LESSONS
A WEEK

ENGLISH 5

MATHEMATICS 4

PHYSICAL EDUCATION CORE 1

RELIGIOUS STUDIES 3

SCIENCE - COMBINED SCIENCE 6

YEAR 11 CURRICULUM TIME
COMPULSORY SUBJECTS

5528

6 5

5

TEACHING ORDER
The units shown on the following pages are taught in order as they
appear i.e. the unit at the top of the page is the first one taught in
September and the one at the end of the subject page(s) is taught
at the end of the year. Where 6 units are displayed, this means
that the unit is taught for approximately 6/7 weeks - one half term. 
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3



ENGLISH

YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

P&C POETRY  
 
In this unit, students study 15 power and conflict poems; students can draw on their knowledge of WWI, themes
of power and its abuse and poetic methods from their KS3 curriculum. Students continue to build on their
analytical essay writing skills and develop their prior learning of comparing texts. Like the other literature units,
there is a focus on remembering the text. 

  

Exam Board Specification Unit Weightings

AQA
8700 - Language

8702 - Literature 

Language - Paper 1: Explorations in Creative Reading and Writing
Assessed

written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 
80 marks 
50% of GCSE

Language - Paper 2: Writers' Viewpoints and Perspectives
Assessed

written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
80 marks
50% of GCSE

Language - Non-examination Assessment: Spoken Language
Assessed

teacher set throughout course
marked by teacher
separate endorsement (0% weighting of GCSE)

Literature - Paper 1: Shakespeare and the 19th-century novel
How it's assessed

written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes
64 marks
40% of GCSE

Literature - Paper 2: Modern texts and poetry
How it's assessed

written exam: 2 hour 15 minutes
96 marks
60% of GCSE

Exam Board
Website

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board - Language.

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board - Literature.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-language-8700/specification-at-a-glance
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/english/gcse/english-literature-8702


ENGLISH - continued
LANGUAGE PAPER 2 SECTIONS A&B 
Students adapt the skills they use for language paper 1 to analyse and produce non-fiction texts in paper 2.
Students are reminded and spend time practising how to compare texts for question 4 of this paper. Students
are given engaging texts on topical social, cultural and political issues. Students build on their prior learning of
opinion writing, including writing anecdotes and convincing facts and statistics. Students learn how to write a
wider range of opinion texts such as the text of a leaflet, newspaper articles, essays and speeches.

UNSEEN POETRY
Students  are exposed to a range of poems about other themes, such as love, relationships, growing old,
childhood, gender roles, race etc. Students are taught how to break a poem down independently and continue
to develop their essay writing skills. Students are taught how to adapt the skill of comparison to compare
methods and their effect as well as ideas.

Students regularly revise and go over previously taught content in order to remember and retain the
knowledge needed for the GCSE. We start Year 11 with the revision of prior learning and spend 2-3 weeks
building up to a modern novel assessment. 



MATHEMATICS

YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - FOUNDATION - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

AUTUMN 1
UNIT 13 - PROBABILITY
Pupils will learn:

13.1 Calculating probability
13.2 Two events
13.3 Experimental probability
13.4 Venn diagrams
13.5 Tree diagrams

UNIT 14 - MULTIPLICATIVE REASONING
Pupils will learn:

14.1 Percentages
14.2 Growth and decay
14.3 Compound measures
14.4 Distance, speed & time
14.5 Direct and inverse proportion

Exam Board Specification Unit Weightings

AQA 8300

Paper 1: non-calculator
How it's assessed

written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks
non-calculator
33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

Paper 2: calculator
How it's assessed

written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks
calculator allowed
33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

Paper 3: calculator
How it's assessed

written exam: 1 hour 30 minutes
80 marks
calculator allowed
33⅓% of the GCSE Mathematics assessment

Exam Board
Website

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/mathematics/gcse/mathematics-8300


MATHEMATICS - FOUNDATION
 - continued

YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - FOUNDATION - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

AUTUMN 2
UNIT 15 - CONSTRUCTIONS, LOCI & BEARINGS
Pupils will learn: 

15.1 3D solids
15.2 Plans & elevations
15.3 Accurate drawings
15.4 Scale drawings and maps
15.5 Constructions
15.6 Loci and regions
15.7 Bearings

UNIT 16 - QUADRATIC EQUATIONS & GRAPHS
Pupils will learn:

16.1 Expanding double brackets
16.2 Plotting quadratics graphs
16.3 Using quadratic graphs
16.4 Factorising quadratic expressions
16.5 Solving quadratic equations algebraically 

SPRING 1
UNIT 17 - PERIMIETER, AREA & VOLUME 2
Pupils will learn:

17.1 Circumference of a circle
17.2 Area of a circle
17.3 Semicircles and sectors
17.4 Composite 2D shapes & cylinders
17.5 Pyramids and cones
17.6 Spheres and composite solids

UNIT 18 - FRACTIONS, INDICES & STANDARD FORM
Pupils will learn:

18.1 Multiplying and dividing fractions
18.2 The laws of indices
18.3 Writing large numbers in standard form
18.4 Writing small numbers in standard form
18.5 Calculating with standard form



MATHEMATICS - FOUNDATION
 - continued
YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - FOUNDATION - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

SPRING 2
UNIT 19 - CONGRUENCE, SIMILARITY & VECTORS
Pupils will learn:

19.1 Similarity and enlargement
19.2 Using similarity
19.3 Similarity problems
19.4 Recognising congruence
19.5 Congruence problems
19.6 Vectors

UNIT 20 - FURTHER ALGREBRA
Pupils will learn:

20.1 Graphs of cubic and reciprocol functions
20.2 Non-linear graphs
20.3 Solving simultaneuous equations graphically
20.4 Solving simultaneuous equations algebraically
20.5 Rearranging formulae
20.6 Proof 

SUMMER 1 
Revision & Exam Preperation



MATHEMATICS - HIGHER
YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - HIGHER - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

AUTUMN 1
UNIT 13 - FURTHER GRAPHS
Pupils will learn: 

13.1 Accuracy
13.2 Graph of the sine function
13.3 Graph of the cosine function
13.4 The tangent function
13.5 Calculating areas and the sine 
13.6 The cosine rule & 2D trigonometric problems
13.7 Solving problems in 3D
13.8 Transforming trigonometric graphs 1
13.9 Transforming trigonometric graphs 2

UNIT 14 - DATA 2
Pupils will learn: 

14.1 Sampling
14.2 Cumulative frequency
14.3 Box plots
14.4 Drawing histograms
14.5 Interpreting histograms
14.6 Comparing and describing populations

AUTUMN 2
UNIT 15 - QUADRATICS, CUBICS & CIRCLES
Pupils will learn: 

15.1 Solving simultaneous equations graphically
15.2 Representing inequalities graphically
15.3 Graphs of quadratic functions
15.4 Solving quadratic equations graphically
15.5 Graphs of cubic functions

UNIT 16 - CIRCLE THEOREMS 
Pupils will learn:

16.1 Radii and chords
16.2 Tangents
16.3 Angles in circles 1
16.4 Angles in circles 2
16.5 Applying in circle theorems



MATHEMATICS - HIGHER - continued
YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - HIGHER - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

SPRING 1
UNIT 17 - FURTHER ALGEBRA
Pupils will learn: 

17.1 Rearranging formulae
17.2 Algebraic fractions
17.3 Simplifying algebraic
17.4 More algebraic fractions
17.5 Surds
17.6 Solving algebraic fraction equations
17.7 Functions
17.8 Proof

UNIT 18 - VECTORS & GEOMETRIC PROOF
Pupils will learn: 

18.1 Vectors & Vector notation
18.2 Vector arithmetic
18.3 More vector arithmetic
18.4 Parallel vectors and collinear points
18.5 Solving geometric problems

SPRING 2 
UNITS 19 & 20 - FURTHER GRAPHS AND PROPORTION
Pupils will learn: 

19.1 Direct proportion
19.2 More direct proportion
19.3 Inverse proporation
19.4 Exponential functions
19.5 Non-linear graphs
19.6 Translating graphs of functions
19.7 Reflecting and stretching graphs of functions

SUMMER 1

Revision & Exam Preperation 



PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE
YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS -  WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

FOCUS/ETHOS FOR CORE PE

Pupils are encouraged to engage and participate in competitive sports as well as recreational sport which will
promote personal physical and mental health as well as general well-being.

Pupils are given the choice of taking part in a range of activities across the academic year ranging from
individual based sport, team sports and OAA.

Examples include Football, Netball, Rugby, HRF, Benchball, Basketball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Dance/Pilates,
Orienteering, Dodgeball, Volleyball, Tennis, Athletics, Softball and Cricket

In line with the PE national curriculum pupils are taught and encouraged to:
Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual games
Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports
Take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of environments which present intellectual
and physical challenges and which encourage pupils to work in a team, building on trust and developing
skills to solve problems, either individually or as a group. E.G. Through on-site orienteering.
Evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement across a range of
physical activities to achieve their personal best E.G Athletics and Cross-Country
Continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or
sports clubs



PHYSICAL EDUCATION - CORE

YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS -  WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

FOCUS/ETHOS FOR CORE PE

Pupils are encouraged to engage and participate in competitive sports as well as recreational sport which will
promote personal physical and mental health as well as general well-being.

Pupils are given the choice of taking part in a range of activities across the academic year ranging from
individual based sport, team sports and OAA.

Examples include Football, Netball, Rugby, HRF, Benchball, Basketball, Badminton, Table Tennis, Dance/Pilates,
Orienteering, Dodgeball, Volleyball, Tennis, Athletics, Softball and Cricket

In line with the PE national curriculum pupils are taught and encouraged to:
Use and develop a variety of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in team and individual games
Develop their technique and improve their performance in other competitive sports
Take part in further outdoor and adventurous activities in a range of environments which present intellectual
and physical challenges and which encourage pupils to work in a team, building on trust and developing
skills to solve problems, either individually or as a group. E.G. Through on-site orienteering.
Evaluate their performances compared to previous ones and demonstrate improvement across a range of
physical activities to achieve their personal best E.G Athletics and Cross-Country
Continue to take part regularly in competitive sports and activities outside school through community links or
sports clubs



RELIGIOUS EDUCATION

YEAR 10 TEACHING UNITS - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

ORIGINS AND MEANINGS 
This theme requires pupils to consider religious and non-religious beliefs about the origins and value of the
universe and human life. Pupils are expected to make relevant references to scripture, other sources of
authority and contrasting scientific and/or nonreligious world-views such as those held by Atheists and
Humanists. This theme must also be studied, where appropriate, from the perspective of the Jewish religious
tradition to consider religious and non-religious beliefs about the origins and value of the universe and human
life. Pupils are expected to make relevant references to scripture, other sources of authority and contrasting
scientific and/or nonreligious world-views such as those held by Atheists and Humanists. This theme must also
be studied, where appropriate, from the perspective of the Jewish religious tradition.

GOOD AND EVIL 
This theme requires pupils to consider philosophical questions concerning the origins and nature of good and
evil and different religious answers to the problem of evil and suffering. pupils are expected to make relevant
references to scripture and other sources of authority. This theme must also be studied, where appropriate,
from the perspective of the Jewish religious tra to consider philosophical questions concerning the origins and
nature of good and evil and different religious answers to the problem of evil and suffering. Pupils are expected
to make relevant references to scripture and other sources of authority. This theme must also be studied,
where appropriate, from the perspective of the Jewish religious tradition. 

LIFE & DEATH
This theme requires pupils to consider religious beliefs about the nature of life and death. pupils are expected
to make relevant references to scripture and other sources of authority. 

Exam Board Specification Unit Weightings

Educas
601/8879/0 

Component 1:Religious, Philosophical and Ethical Studies in the
Modern World 
Assessed by:

Written examination: 2 hours
 50% of qualification 

Component 2: Study of Christianity 
Assessed by:

Written examination: 1 hour
 25% of qualification 

Component 3: Study of a World Faith 
Assessed by:

Written examination: 1 hour
 25% of qualification 

Exam Board
Website

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/wpojjvm0/eduqas-gcse-rs-spec-full-from-2016-e-14-05-2020.pdf


RELIGIOUS STUDIES

YEAR 11 TEACHING UNITS - WHAT WILL YOUR CHILD STUDY?

APPLIED CATHOLIC THEOLOGY

AUTUMN 1 & 2
LIFE & DEATH:  
This theme requires learners to consider religious beliefs about the nature of life and death. Learners are
expected to make relevant references to scripture and other sources of authority. 

SIN & FORGIVENESS:
This theme requires learners to consider philosophical questions concerning the nature of criminality and the
rationale for punishment. Through a study of teachings and beliefs, questions relating to the justifiability of
capital punishment will be explored. Learners are expected to make relevant references to scripture and other
sources of authority. 

JUDAISM

SPRING 1 & 2
BELIEFS & PRACTISES: 
Learners should be aware that Judaism is one of a diverse range of religious and non-religious traditions and
beliefs in Great Britain today that includes Christianity; Buddhism; Hinduism; Islam; Sikhism; Humanism and
Atheism, but that the main religious tradition in Great Britain is Christian. This knowledge may be applied
throughout the assessment of the specified content.

SUMMER 1 & 2

Revision 

Exam Board Specification Unit Weightings

Educas
601/8879/0 

Component 1: Foundational Catholic Theology
Assessed by:

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
37.5% of qualification 

Component 2: Applied Catholic Theology
Assessed by:

Written examination: 1 hour 30 minutes
37.5% of qualification 

Component 3: The Study of World Religion: Judaism
Assessed by:

Written examination: 1 hour
 25% of qualification 

Exam Board
Website

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board.

https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/wpojjvm0/eduqas-gcse-rs-spec-full-from-2016-e-14-05-2020.pdf


1 2

SCIENCE - COMBINED  (TRILOGY)

Exam Board Specification Unit Weightings

AQA 8464

There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics.
Each of the papers will assess knowledge and understanding from
distinct topic areas.

Biology Paper 1
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Biology Paper 2
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Chemistry Paper 1
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Chemistry Paper 2
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Physics Paper 1
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Physics Paper 2
How it's assessed

Written exam: 1 hour 15 minutes
Foundation and Higher Tier
70 marks
16.7% of GCSE

Exam Board
Website

Click here to view the course specification from the exam board.

https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse/combined-science-trilogy-8464/specification-at-a-glance


SCIENCE - COMBINED (TRILOGY)





https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/art-and-design/gcse/art-and-design-8201-8206/specification-at-a-glance




https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf


https://ocr.org.uk/Images/558027-specification-gcse-computer-science-j277.pdf




https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/design-and-technology/gcse/design-and-technology-8552/specification-at-a-glance




https://ocr.org.uk/Images/610944-specification-cambridge-nationals-engineering-design-j822.pdf




https://www.eduqas.co.uk/media/q3gfto4b/wjec_l1-2-vocaward-hospitality_and_catering_spec-e_11-09-2023-1.pdf


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/french-8658/specification-at-a-glance




https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/german-8668/specification-at-a-glance




https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/languages/gcse/spanish-8698/specification-at-a-glance




https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/geography-a-2016.html


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/history/gcse/history-8145




https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/GCSE/Business/2017/specification-and-sample-assessments/gcse-business-spec-2017.pdf




https://ocr.org.uk/Images/610950-specification-cambridge-nationals-health-and-social-care-j835.pdf




https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse


https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/science/gcse








https://www.ocr.org.uk/qualifications/cambridge-nationals/creative-imedia-level-1-2-j834/


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/music-practice/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-music-practice-2022-spec.pdf






https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/performing-arts/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-performing-arts-spec.pdf.






https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/btec-tec-awards/sport/2022/specification-and-sample-assessments/btec-tech-award-sport-spec.pdf











