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ORIGINS AND MEANING

Foundational Catholic Theology: Origins and Meaning
Suggested scheme of learning (Y10 September – Christmas)

Teachers are advised to view the content of the links to assess the suitability of the content for their students

No
.
1

2

Topic

Key Question

Introduction to Unit

prior to teaching in class.

Why should we study
GCSE Religious Studies?

Teachers notes (from
specification)

Possible learning activities/resources
Keywords and keyword test
Overview of the unit
Formulating questions about the topic – What is an
origin? What is meaning?

N/A
What are origins and
meaning?

http://resources.eduqas.co.uk/Pages/ResourceSingle.as
px?rIid=680

2

What do Catholics teach
about the origin of the
universe?

4

5

Origins and Meaning

3

How did St Augustine
express the idea of
creation?

What are the different
Christian beliefs about the
origin of the universe and
what do these mean?

http://www.vatican.va/archive/ccc_css/archive/catechism/p
1s2c1p4.htm
Catholic beliefs and
teachings about the origin
of the universe and the
concept of creation ex nihilo
as expressed in the writing
of St Augustine (specifically
Confessions XII, 7)

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/environment
/christianitybeliefsrev1.shtml
An Introduction to St
Augustine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hBAxUBeVfs
k
An Introduction to the Confessions of St
Augustine https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4HPbrPLYoE

The relationship between
Catholic views and other
fundamentalist Christian
views on the origin of the
universe and the extent to
which these conflict

3

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zmyjxnb
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/environment
/christianitybeliefsrev1.shtml

What are the non-religious
views about the origins of
the universe and human
beings?

7

8

Origins and Meaning

6

What is the scientific
theory of evolution and
how does it compare with
Catholic beliefs on
purposeful creation?

How compatible is theory
of evolution with creation?

The relationship between
Catholic and non-religious
views about the origins of
the universe and of human
beings (Stephen Hawking's
theory of the Big Bang) and
the extent to which these
conflict
Comparison of scientific
theory of evolution (Charles
Darwin, Richard Dawkins),
with Catholic beliefs about
the purposeful creation of
human beings; the extent to
which creation and
evolution are compatible,
with reference to Pope John
Paul II’s Message To The
Pontifical Academy Of
Sciences: On Evolution (22
October 1996, paragraphs 3
& 4)

http://www.hawking.org.uk/the-origin-of-the-universe.html

http://www.bbc.co.uk/education/clips/zykpvcw
http://www.darwins-theory-of-evolution.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pQp2lFcDEbw
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KMDWWDZ8ozE
http://www.usatoday.com/story/news/world/2014/10/28/p
ope-francis-evolution-big-bang/18053509/
https://www.ewtn.com/library/PAPALDOC/JP961022.HTM
http://www.bbc.co.uk/religion/0/19177976
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jNhtbmXzIaM

4

9

12

http://www.catholiceducation.org/en/culture/catholiccontributions/the-sanctity-of-human-life.html

https://www.spuc.org.uk/abortion/right-to-life

What are the different
Christian beliefs about the
value of human life?

The relationship between
Catholic views, other
fundamentalist Christian
views and non-religious
views about the value of
human life, including
attitudes toward abortion

What are the Humanist
criticisms of Catholic
beliefs on the sanctity of
life?

Humanist critiques of
Catholic beliefs about
sanctity of life issues (for
example, Peter Singer's
views on 'speciesism') and
Catholic responses to these
challenges

What is Imago Dei?

Origins and Meaning

10

11

Catholic beliefs and
teachings about the origin
and sanctity of human life
and the concept of imago
Dei as expressed in the
writings of St Catherine of
Siena (specifically Dialogue
4,13)

What do Catholics believe
about life?

5

http://www.newadvent.org/cathen/03447a.htm
https://www.ewtn.com/library/SOURCES/CATHDIAL.HTM

http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/gcsebitesize/rs/sanctity/cha
bortionrev3.shtml

http://www.utilitarian.net/singer/
http://www.bbc.co.uk/ethics/animals/rights/speciesism.sht
ml

14

How do the two creation
accounts in Genesis
compare and how do they
represent God and
humans?

15

Beliefs on Creation

13

What does the book of
Genesis teach about
creation?

How significant are
Creation narratives to
Catholic beliefs about
nature of human beings?

16

How significant are
Creation narratives to
Catholic beliefs on human
beings and their
relationship with creation?

17

What do Humanists teach
about preserving the
environment and how
does this compare to
Catholic teaching?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+
1

Comparison of the first
(Genesis 1:1-2:3) and
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OwSWRdbSQK0
second (Genesis 2:4-24)
creation accounts, and their https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KOUV7mWDI34
respective representations
of God and human beings

The significance of the
Creation narratives with
regards to Catholic beliefs
about the nature of human
beings and their
relationship with creation

A comparison of Catholic
http://www.humanismforschools.org.uk/pdfs/environment
and Humanist beliefs on the al%20issues.pdf
importance of preserving
https://humanism.org.uk/about/h4bw/useful-info/
the planet and the
environment

6

What are Catholic beliefs
about the nature of
revelation and inspiration
in the Bible?

19

The Bible

18

21

22

Forms of expression
in painting

20

How are the structure,
origins and literary forms
of the Bible related to
revelation and inspiration?

The Catholic understanding
of the nature of revelation
and inspiration, with
reference to the structure
and origins of scripture and
its literary forms

What do Christians believe
about the literary form of
Genesis and how does this
influence how it is
understood?

Different Christian views on
the literary form of Genesis
and the significance of this
for the interpretation of the
accounts

What does the ‘Creation of
Adam’ mean?

The meaning of
Michelangelo’s Creation of
Adam in the Sistine chapel

How does the ‘Creation of
Adam’ express Catholic
beliefs about creation,
God and humans?

The extent to which
Michelangelo’s Creation of
Adam expresses Catholic
beliefs about creation, God
and human beings

7

http://request.org.uk/bible/introduction-to-the-bible/thebible/
http://request.org.uk/bible/introduction-to-the-bible/thebible-abridged/
http://request.org.uk/bible/introduction-to-the-bible/bibleoverview/

http://study.com/academy/lesson/the-creation-of-adamby-michelangelo-analysis-lesson-quiz.html

24

Forms of expression and symbolism

23

How is symbolism used in
Christian art?

The use of symbolism and http://catholicbiblical.com/wpimagery in Christian art,
content/uploads/2013/04/B2-The-Apse-Mosaic-at-Sanwith particular reference to Clemente_web-13-Apr-03.pdf
the Tree of Life Apse mosaic
in San Clemente in Rome
and the meanings of the
symbols contained within it,
for example, the Alpha and
Omega, the Chi-Rho, lamb,
dove and the four
evangelists

How does the ‘Tree of Life’
use symbolism to express
the theology of Christ as
the New Adam?

The symbol of cross as the
tree of life with reference to
the theology of Christ as the
New Adam and how this is
expressed in the San
Clemente mosaic

8

What is Catholic Social
Teaching?

26

27

28

Practices: CST, CAFOD, SVP

25

How does Imago Dei
influence Catholic Social
Teaching?
How does the work of
CAFOD reflect Catholic
beliefs about the dignity of
humans, the importance
to love your neighbour
and respect for creation?
How does the work of SVP
reflect Catholic beliefs
about the dignity of
humans, the importance
to love your neighbour
and respect for creation?

The influence of the
concept of imago Dei on
Catholic Social Teaching
about justice, peace and
reconciliation, with
reference to Gaudium et
Spes 78
The extent to which the
work of one Catholic charity,
such as CAFOD and one
local charity, such as SVP,
reflect Catholic beliefs
about the dignity of human
beings, the importance of
loving one's neighbour, and
respecting creation

9

http://cafod.org.uk/Education/Secondary-schools/CSTCards-Game
http://cafod.org.uk/Media/Files/Resources/Secondary/reso
urce-pages/People-of-God-films
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XNcBCPVbYDU
http://cafod.org.uk/Media/Files/Resources/Secondary/reso
urce-pages/FIA-activity-sheets

http://svp.org.uk
http://svp.org.uk/history
http://svp.org.uk/Projects

