
  

Key Stage Three 

Booklist 



 

Reading should not be presented to children as a chore, a duty. It should be 
offered as a gift. 

—Kate DiCamillo 

Advice and Guidance 
The aim of this booklist is to support your child in selecting texts to read. The list contains fiction 

texts, but that does not mean that your child should not also be reading non-fiction texts such as 

quality newspapers, travel writing and autobiographies. We have tried to put together a range of 

differing worlds and characters, so that there is something to suit everyone. Please take the time 

to look through the synopsis for each book – these will help your child decide if the content will 

pique their interest.  

 

Reading Incentive 

We have separated the books into ten categories: 

Category Book Title 

Classic Children’s Literature  

Tissues at the Ready  

The Undesirable and Frightening  

Gothic Horror  

From Across the Pond  

Watch your Mouth  

Good Versus Evil  

Love and Learn  

Blast from the Past  

Dare Devils  

 

As an incentive on the avid reader journey, students will be able to collect a bookmark from the 

English Department similar to the above. The challenge is to read a text from each of the ten 

categories. Students do not necessarily have to read the books on the list provided, as we will be 

flexible. For example, Frankenstein would still count as reading a Gothic Horror. Once completed, 

we will reward them with treats for both taste buds and minds. 

 

 

 

 

 



Classic Children’s Literature 

 

A Little Princess – Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 

The Secret Garden – Frances Hodgson Burnett 

 

 

 ‘  

 

Peter Pan – J.M. Barrie 

  

 

The book tells the story of Mary Lennox, a spoiled, contrary, 

solitary child raised in India but sent to live in her uncle’s manor 

in Yorkshire after her parents' death. She is left to herself by her 

uncle, Mr. Craven, who travels often to escape the memory of his 

deceased wife. The only person who has time for Mary is her 

chambermaid, Martha. It is Martha who tells Mary about Mrs. 

Craven's walled garden, which has been closed and locked since 

her death. Mary becomes intrigued by the prospect of the 

forgotten garden, and her quest to find out the garden's secrets 

leads her to discover other secrets hidden in the manor. These 

discoveries combined with the unlikely friendships she makes 

along the way help Mary come out of her shell and find new 

fascination with the world around her. 

Peter pan, the mischievous boy who refuses to 
grow up, lands in the Darling's proper middle-
class home to look for his shadow. He 
befriends Wendy, John and Michael and 
teaches them to fly (with a little help from fairy 

dust). He and Tinker Bell whisk them off to 
Never-land where they encounter the Red 
Indians, the Little Lost Boys, pirates and the 

dastardly Captain Hook. 

When Sara Crewe's beloved father dies, her fortunes at 

strict Miss Minchin's boarding school are reversed. 

Once, she had the finest toys and treasures - now, she 

is orphaned and penniless, and is forced to become a 

servant. But as Sara knows, being a princess has 

nothing to do with being rich. And as she will learn, there 

is nothing that bravery, imagination, kindness and 

friendship, cannot overcome. A beautiful classic that has 

captured the hearts of generations. 

 



Tissues at the ready 

My Sister’s Keeper – Jodi Picoult 

 

 

The Fault in our Stars – John Green 

   

Before I Fall – Lauren Oliver 

 

 

 

 

The only reason Anna was born was to donate her cord blood cells to 

her older sister. And though Anna is not sick, she might as well be. By 

age thirteen, she has undergone countless surgeries, transfusions, 

and shots so that her sister, Kate, can somehow fight the leukaemia 

that has plagued her since she was a child. Anna was born for this 

purpose, her parents tell her, which is why they love her even more. 

But now that she has reached an age of physical awareness, she 

can't help but long for control over her own body and respite from the 

constant flow of her own blood seeping into her sister's veins. And so 

she makes a decision that for most would be too difficult to bear, at 

any time and at any age. She decides to sue her parents for the rights 

to her own body. 

Despite the tumour-shrinking medical miracle 

that has bought her a few years, Hazel has 

never been anything but terminal, her final 

chapter inscribed upon diagnosis. But when a 

gorgeous plot twist named Augustus Waters 

suddenly appears at Cancer Kid Support 

Group, Hazel's story is about to be completely 

rewritten. 

For popular high school senior Samantha Kingston, February 

12—"Cupid Day"—should be one big party, a day of valentines 

and roses and the privileges that come with being at the top of 

the social pyramid. And it is … until she dies in a terrible accident 

that night. 

 

However, she still wakes up the next morning. In fact, Sam lives 

the last day of her life seven times, until she realizes that by 

making even the slightest changes, she may hold more power 

than she ever imagined. 



The Undesirable and Frightening 

 

Gone – Michael Grant 

 

 

Maze Runner – James Dashner 

 

 

The Hunger Games – Suzanne Collins 

  

Welcome to the FAYZ! This is Book 1 in the series that 

Stephen King calls a `driving, torrential narrative'. In the 

blink of an eye all the adults disappear in a small town in 

southern California and no one knows why. Cut off from the 

outside world, those that are left are trapped, and there's no 

help on the way. Sam Temple and his friends must do all 

they can to survive. Chaos rules the streets. Gangs begin to 

form. Sides are chosen - strong or weak. Cruel or humane. 

And then there are those who begin to develop powers . . . 

The GONE series is Lord of the Flies for the 21st century. In 

turns breathtaking, harrowing, and utterly terrifying.  

When the doors of the lift crank open, the only thing Thomas remembers is 

his first name. But he's not alone. He's surrounded by boys who welcome him 

to the Glade - a walled encampment at the centre of a bizarre and terrible 

stone maze. Like Thomas, the Gladers don't know why or how they came to 

be there - or what's happened to the world outside. All they know is that every 

morning when the walls slide back, they will risk everything - even the 

Grievers, half-machine, half-animal horror that patrol its corridors, to try and 

find out. 

The first book in the ground-breaking Hunger Games 

trilogy. Set in a dark vision of the near future, a terrifying 

reality TV show is taking place. Twelve boys and twelve 

girls are forced to appear in a live event called The 

Hunger Games. There is only one rule: kill or be killed. 

When sixteen-year-old Katniss Everdeen steps forward 

to take her younger sister's place in the games, she sees 

it as a death sentence. But Katniss has been close to 
death before. For her, survival is second nature.  



Gothic Horror 

 

Dracula – Bram Stoker 

 

The Haunting of Hill House – Shirley Jackson 

 

 

The Yellow Wall-Paper – Charlotte Pilkins Gilman 

 

 

When Jonathan Harker visits Transylvania to help Count Dracula with 

the purchase of a London house, he makes horrifying discoveries 

about his client and his castle. Soon afterwards, a number of 

disturbing incidents unfold in England: an unmanned ship is 

wrecked at Whitby; strange puncture marks appear on a young 

woman's neck; and the inmate of a lunatic asylum raves about the 

imminent arrival of his 'Master'. In the ensuing battle of wits 

between the sinister Count Dracula and a determined group of 

adversaries, Bram Stoker created a masterpiece of the horror genre. 

Alone in the world, Eleanor is delighted to 

take up Dr Montague's invitation to spend a 

summer in the mysterious Hill House. 

Joining them are Theodora, an artistic 

'sensitive', and Luke, heir to the house. But 

what begins as a light-hearted experiment 

is swiftly proven to be a trip into their 

darkest nightmares, and an investigation 
that one of their number may not survive.  

Based on the author’s own experiences, 'The Yellow Wallpaper' is 

the chilling tale of a woman driven to the brink of insanity by the 
‘rest cure’ prescribed after the birth of her child. Isolated in a 
crumbling colonial mansion, in a room with bars on the windows, 
the tortuous pattern of the yellow wallpaper winds its way into the 

recesses of her mind. 



From Across the Pond 

To Kill a Mockingbird – Harper Lee 

 

 

The Grapes of Wrath – John Steinbeck 

               

The Great Gatsby – F. Scott Fitzgerald 

 

A lawyer's advice to his children as he defends the real 

mockingbird of Harper Lee's classic novel - a black 

man charged with the rape of a white girl. Through the 

young eyes of Scout and Jem Finch, Harper Lee 

explores with exuberant humour the irrationality of 

adult attitudes to race and class in the Deep South of 

the thirties. The conscience of a town steeped in 

prejudice, violence and hypocrisy is pricked by the 

stamina of one man's struggle for justice. But the 

weight of history will only tolerate so much. 

Drought and economic depression are driving 

thousands from Oklahoma. As their land 

becomes just another strip in the dust bowl, 

the Joads, a family of sharecroppers, decide 

they have no choice but to follow. They head 

west, towards California, where they hope to 

find work and a future for their family. But 

while the journey to this promised land will 

take its inevitable toll, there remains 

uncertainty about what awaits their arrival.  

Enigmatic, intriguing and fabulously wealthy, Jay 

Gatsby throws lavish parties at his West Egg mansion 

to impress Daisy Buchanan, the object of his 

obsession, now married to bullish Tom Buchanan. 

Over a Long Island summer, his neighbour Nick 

Carraway, a writer and a cousin to Daisy, looks on as 

Gatsby and Daisy's affair deepens. 



Watch your Mouth 

 

Flawed – Cecelia Ahern 

 

Noughts and Crosses – Malorie Blackman 

Ink – Alice Broadway 

 

 

 

 

 

You will be punished… 
 

Celestine North lives a perfect life. She’s a model daughter and 
sister, she’s well-liked by her classmates and teachers, and she’s 

dating the impossibly charming Art Crevan. 
 
But then Celestine encounters a situation where she makes an 

instinctive decision. She breaks a rule and now faces life-
changing repercussions. She could be imprisoned. She could be 

branded. She could be found flawed. 

Two young people are forced to make a stand in this thought-provoking look 

at racism and prejudice in an alternate society. 
 
Sephy is a Cross -- a member of the dark-skinned ruling class. Callum is a 
Nought -- a “colourless” member of the underclass who were once slaves to 
the Crosses. The two have been friends since early childhood, but that’s as 
far as it can go. In their world, Noughts and Crosses simply don’t mix. 

Against a background of prejudice and distrust, intensely highlighted by 
violent terrorist activity, a romance builds between Sephy and Callum -- a 

romance that is to lead both of them into terrible danger. Can they possibly 
find a way to be together? 

There are no secrets in Saintstone. 

 

From the second you're born, every achievement, every failing, every significant 

moment are all immortalized on your skin. There are honorable marks that let 

people know you're trustworthy. And shameful tattoos that announce you as a 

traitor. 

 

After her father dies, Leora finds solace in the fact that his skin tel ls a wonderful 

story. That is, until she glimpses a mark on the back of his neck...the symbol of 

the worst crime a person can commit in Saintstone. Leora knows it has to be a 

mistake, but before she can do anything about it, the horrifying secret gets out,  

jeopardizing her father's legacy...and Leora's life. 



Good versus Evil 

 

The Spook’s Apprentice – Joseph Delaney  

 

Harry Potter – J.K. Rowling 

 

The Lord of the Rings – J.R.R Tolkien 

 

 

 

 

A wonderful and terrifying series about a young boy training to be 

an exorcist. Thomas Ward is the seventh son of a seventh son and 

has been apprenticed to the local Spook. The job is hard, the Spook 

is distant and many apprentices have failed before Thomas. 

Somehow Thomas must learn how to exorcise ghosts, contain 

witches and bind boggarts. But when he is tricked into freeing 

Mother Malkin, the most evil witch in the County, the horror 

begins. 

Harry Potter has never even heard of Hogwarts when the letters start 

dropping on the doormat at number four, Privet Drive. Addressed in green 

ink on yellowish parchment with a purple seal, they are swiftly confiscated 

by his grisly aunt and uncle. Then, on Harry's eleventh birthday, a great 

beetle-eyed giant of a man called Rubeus Hagrid bursts in with some 

astonishing news: Harry Potter is a wizard, and he has a place at Hogwarts 

School of Witchcraft and Wizardry. An incredible adventure is about to 

begin! 

One Ring to rule them all, One Ring to find them, One Ring to bring them all 

and in the darkness bind them 

 

In ancient times the Rings of Power were crafted by the Elven-smiths, and 

Sauron, the Dark Lord, forged the One Ring, filling it with his own power so 

that he could rule all others. But the One Ring was taken from him, and 

though he sought it throughout Middle-earth, it remained lost to him. 

After many ages it fell by chance into the hands of the hobbit Bilbo 

Baggins. 

 

From Sauron's fastness in the Dark Tower of Mordor, his power spread far 

and wide. Sauron gathered all the Great Rings to him, but always he 

searched for the One Ring that would complete his dominion. When Bilbo 

reached his eleventy-first birthday he disappeared, bequeathing to his 

young cousin Frodo the Ruling Ring and a perilous quest: to journey across 

Middle-earth, deep into the shadow of the Dark Lord, and destroy the Ring 

by casting it into the Cracks of Doom. 



Love and Learn 

To all the boys I’ve loved before – Jenny Han 

 

P.S. I Love You – Cecelia Ahern 

  

The Host – Stephanie Meyer 

 

To All the Boys I’ve Loved Before is the story of Lara Jean, who has never 

openly admitted her crushes, but instead wrote each boy a letter about 

how she felt, sealed it, and hid it in a box under her bed. 

 

But one day Lara Jean discovers that somehow her secret box of letters 

has been mailed, causing all her crushes from her past to confront her 

about the letters: her first kiss, the boy from summer camp, even her 

sister's ex-boyfriend, Josh. 

 

As she learns to deal with her past loves face to face, Lara Jean discovers 

that something good may come out of these letters after all. 

A novel about holding on, letting go, and learning to love 

again.  

Holly couldn't live without her husband Gerry, until the day 

she had to. They were the kind of young couple who could 

finish each other's sentences. When Gerry succumbs to a 

terminal illness and dies, 30-year-old Holly is set adrift, 

unable to pick up the pieces. But with the help of a series of 

letters her husband left her before he died and a little 

nudging from an eccentric assortment of family and friends, 

she learns to laugh, overcome her fears, and discover a world 

she never knew existed. 

 

Melanie Stryder refuses to fade away. The earth has been invaded 

by a species that take over the minds of human hosts while leaving 

their bodies intact. Wanderer, the invading "soul" who has been 

given Melanie's body, didn't expect to find its former tenant 

refusing to relinquish possession of her mind. 

 

As Melanie fills Wanderer's thoughts with visions of Jared, a human 

who still lives in hiding, Wanderer begins to yearn for a man she's 

never met. Reluctant allies, Wanderer and Melanie set off to search 

for the man they both love. 



Blast from the Past 

The Book Thief – Markus Zusak 

  

 

The Boy in the Striped Pajamas – John Boyne 

 

The Kite Runner – Khaled Hosseini 

 

It is 1939. Nazi Germany. The country is holding its 

breath. Death has never been busier, and will be busier 

still. 

 

By her brother's graveside, Liesel's life is changed when 

she picks up a single object, partially hidden in the snow. 

It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, left behind there by 

accident, and it is her first act of book thievery. So begins 

a love affair with books and words, as Liesel, with the 

help of her accordian-playing foster father, learns to 

read. Soon she is stealing books from Nazi book-

burnings, the mayor's wife's library, wherever there are 

books to be found. 

 

But these are dangerous times. When Liesel's foster 

family hides a Jew in their basement, Liesel's world is 

both opened up, and closed down. 

If you start to read this book, you will go on a journey with a nine-year-

old boy named Bruno. (Though this isn't a book for nine-year-olds.) And 

sooner or later you will arrive with Bruno at a fence. 

 

Fences like this exist all over the world. We hope you never have to 

encounter one. 

The unforgettable, heartbreaking story of the unlikely friendship 

between a wealthy boy and the son of his father’s servant, The Kite 

Runner is a beautifully crafted novel set in a country that is in the 

process of being destroyed. It is about the power of reading, the price 

of betrayal, and the possibility of redemption; and an exploration of 

the power of fathers over sons—their love, their sacrifices, their lies. 

 

A sweeping story of family, love, and friendship told against the 

devastating backdrop of the history of Afghanistan over the last thirty 

years. 



Dare Devils 

Stormbreaker – Anthony Horowitz 

 

Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief – Rick Riordan 

 

Miss Peregrine’s Home for Peculiar Children – Ransom Riggs 

 

They told him his uncle died in an accident. He wasn't wearing his 

seatbelt, they said. But when fourteen-year-old Alex finds his uncle's 

windshield riddled with bullet holes, he knows it was no accident. 

What he doesn't know yet is that his uncle was killed while on a top-

secret mission. But he is about to, and once he does, there is no 

turning back. Finding himself in the middle of terrorists, Alex must 

outsmart the people who want him dead. The government has given 

him the technology, but only he can provide the courage. Should he 

fail, every child in England will be murdered in cold blood.  

Percy Jackson is a good kid, but he can't seem to focus on his schoolwork or 

control his temper. And lately, being away at boarding school is only getting 

worse - Percy could have sworn his pre-algebra teacher turned into a 

monster and tried to kill him. When Percy's mom finds out, she knows it's  

time that he knew the truth about where he came from, and that he go to 

the one place he'll be safe. She sends Percy to Camp Half Blood, a summer 

camp for demigods (on Long Island), where he learns that the father he 

never knew is Poseidon, God of the Sea. Soon a mystery unfolds and 

together with his friends—one a satyr and the other the demigod daughter 

of Athena - Percy sets out on a quest across the United States to reach the 

gates of the Underworld (located in a recording studio in Hollywood) and 

prevent a catastrophic war between the gods. 

A mysterious island. An abandoned orphanage. A strange collection of very 

curious photographs. It all waits to be discovered in Miss Peregrine's Home for 

Peculiar Children, an unforgettable novel that mixes fiction and photography in 

a thrilling reading experience. As our story opens, a horrific family tragedy sets 

sixteen-year-old Jacob journeying to a remote island off the coast of Wales, 

where he discovers the crumbling ruins of Miss Peregrine's Home for Peculiar 

Children. As Jacob explores its abandoned bedrooms and hallways, it becomes 

clear that the children were more than just peculiar. They may have been 

dangerous. They may have been quarantined on a deserted island for good 

reason. And somehow-impossible though it seems-they may still be alive.  


