
Mini Sagas 

Saving Money 

Michael Chang (China) 12th June, 2002.  

"I have saved 70 pence today" David said to his wife, excited and breathing 

deeply as he arrived home. "I followed the bus back and earned 70 pence for 

us." "You stupid fool, you should have followed a taxi! Don't you realise that you 

could have earned two pounds instead?" 

Life 

Wind (Taiwan) 13th June, 2002.  

A fisherman had a nice family and lived happily near the beach, fishing only for 

their daily needs. One day he met a businessman who said "catch more fish, buy 

more boats and run a successful business". The fisherman answered "then 

what?" "Start a family and live by the beach." 

The Dwarves' Solstice Job 

Olaya (Spain) 13th June, 2002 (based on an Asturian tradition which should be 

carried out by mythical dwarves).  

Some friends planned to take things from each house and put them in the main 

square. They do this every solstice. 

"Which house should we start with?" 

"The one on the hill." 

They were surprised when they found everything already in the square with a 

note: "It's our job, go away!" 

Justice and Immunity 

Ishak Sulaiman (Malaysia), 12th June 2002.  

"I'm fighting for you Tuah, for justice and to topple the dictatorship," Jebat 

claimed. 

"Let's salute the King for his immunity," Tuah replied. 

"I will never bow to the dictatorship, I will die for it." 
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Tuah and Jebat are still fighting each other. One for the King and one for 

justice. 

Division of Labour 

Hassan Soleimani (Iran), 12th June, 2002.  

Four friends went on a journey. After walking they found a place to rest and 

eat. Each said they would do something. One said "I've prepared a meal". 

Another said "I'll start a fire". The third said "I'll build a shelter", while the 

fourth said "I am ready to eat". 

An Open Mind 

Xu Zheng (Robin) (China), 12th June, 2002.  

"I don't like robots," I said to my new boss after a cup of coffee. "I hate them, 

I don't like working with cold machines." 

"Perhaps you really should try to open your mind." My boss put down his cup and 

opened his body, then put two new batteries inside. 

Growling 

Yuji Okada (Japan), 13th June, 2002.  

A big lion is growling. I have to stay here quietly. I am sweating a lot. It is just a 

few minutes, but I feel like this moment will last forever. Finally the school bell 

rang. I closed my books, packed my bag and quickly went to the restaurant. 

The Pride of a City Boy 

Hiroko (Japan), 13th June, 2002.  

In the Edo Period, a man always ate noodles in public with a little spicy sauce, 

because this eating style was the symbol of a city boy. He always said "I'm a 

real city boy". However, when he died he said, "I wanted to eat noodles with 

plenty of spicy sauce."  
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Full Bloom 

Miki Chono (Japan), 12th June, 2002. 

The cherry blossoms are in full bloom 

Spring is mild but cruel 

She feels the pain of parting 

He is no longer here 

Her sun has gone 

Although people meet each other coincidentally, the separation means 

something 

She still doesn't know the meaning 

She is always upset about her life 

 

 

 

 

Who Has Power at Home? 

Tomoko Takahashi (Japan), 12th June, 2002.  

A man works outside and earns money. His wife works inside the house as a 

housewife. The man usually orders her to do something and his wife fulfills it. 

However, the wife controls his pocket money. He cannot take a strong attitude 

toward his wife when he wants money. 
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Who is a Fool on Earth? 

Howard Zheng (China), 12th June, 2002.  

One day a man was counting the storeys of a building.  

A woman said "Anyone who counts here is punished. How many floors have you 

counted?" 

The man answered "Thirty". 

"30 Yuan please," the woman said. 

The man gave her 30 Yuan and thought "You fool, I counted 50 floors". 

Perpetual Motion  

John Morgan (UK) 13th June, 2002 

"Water should never lie still" the old gypsy said, joining two puddles together 

with a stick. The businessman was intrigued and had an idea. He spoke to the 

government and announced his new plan to join two larger puddles together. 

Ships now sail through Panama instead of around Cape Horn. 


