
GCSE History 

 

Elizabethan England 

 

   
 

 
 



Elizabethan Portraits 

 

What can you remember about the symbolism behind 

Elizabethan portraiture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.webhistoryofengland.com/wp-content/uploads/2010/04/ElizI.jpg


Elizabeth I’s family: What can you remember about them? Can 

you remember details of her experiences during the previous 

three reigns? 

 

 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Here are the key words and phrases for the ‘Elizabeth’s 

Court and Parliament’ topic. What can you remember? 

 
Key word/phrase Definition/Context  

Accession 

 

 

Ambassador 

 

 

Courtiers 

 

 

Dynasty 

 

 

Gentry 

 

 

Heir 

 

 

Heretic 

 

 

Illegitimate 

 

 

Ministers 

 

 

Monopolies 

 

 

Nobility 

 

 

Parliament 

 

 

Patronage 

 

 



Peers 

 

 

Poor Laws 

 

 

Pope 

 

 

Privy Council 

 

 

Progresses 

 

 

Propaganda 

 

 

Puritans 

 

 

Rebellion 

 

 

Regent 

 

 

Queen Regnant 

 

 

Renaissance 

 

 

Royal court  

 

 

Succession 

 

 

Suitor 

 

 

Treason 

 

 



What can you remember about Elizabeth’s royal court? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What can you remember about Elizabeth’s progresses? 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

What can you remember about Elizabeth’s use of 

patronage? 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



What can you remember about Elizabeth’s Privy Council? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What can you remember about Elizabeth’s relationship 

with Parliament? 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

  
 

Background/Role before 1558: 

 

 
 

Role in Elizabeth’s government: 

 

 

 
 

Any scandals/disagreements/controversies I would 

rather keep secret? 

 

 
 

My friends/enemies? 

  

 

 

  

William Cecil 

Born: 

 

Died: 

Any noble 

titles? 



 
 

  
 

Background/Role before 1558: 

 

 
 

Role in Elizabeth’s government: 

 

 

 
 

Any scandals/disagreements/controversies I would 

rather keep secret? 

 

 
 

My friends/enemies? 

  

 

 

  

Robert Dudley 

Born: 

 

Died: 

Any noble 

titles? 



 
 

 
 

Background/Role before 1558: 

 

 
 

Role in Elizabeth’s government: 

 

 

 
 

Any scandals/disagreements/controversies I would 

rather keep secret? 

 

 
 

My friends/enemies? 

  

 

 

  

Francis Walsingham 

Born: 

 

Died: 

Any noble 

titles? 



 
 

 

Background/Role before 1558: 

 

 
 

Role in Elizabeth’s government: 

 

 

 
 

Any scandals/disagreements/controversies I would 

rather keep secret? 

 

 
 

My friends/enemies? 

  

 

 

  

 

Christopher Hatton 

Born: 

 

Died: 

Any noble 

titles? 



What can you remember about the 1601 Essex Rebellion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you remember 

about the Earl of Essex? 

 

 

 

 

Why did he 

rebel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did he rebel? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Results of the 

rebellion? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Create a Twitter conversation between Elizabeth I and Essex about the 

rebellion. 

     

 

    

 
 

 



     

 

    

 
 

 

 



 

 
 

  
 

 

 

 

  

Why was there a 

succession crisis in 

1562? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did Elizabeth’s 

ministers want her to 

marry? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Who were Elizabeth’s potential heirs? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 Advantages of marrying this candidate Disadvantages of marrying this candidate 

King Philip II of Spain 

 

  

Robert Dudley, Earl 

of Leicester 

 

  

Francis, Duke of 

Alencon and Anjou 

 

  



Here are the key words and phrases for the ‘Troubles at home and abroad’ topic. 

What can you remember? 
 

Key word/phrase Definition/Context  

Abdicate 

 

 

Act of Supremacy 

 

 

Act of Uniformity 

 

 

Anglican 

 

 

Armada 

 

 

Beacon 

 

 

Broadside 

 

 

Calvinists 

 

 

Clergy 

 

 

Counter-Reformation 

 

 

Culverins 

 

 

Death warrant 

 

 

Episcopal 

 

 

Excommunication 

 

 

Fire ship 

 

 

House arrest 

 

 

Huguenot 

 

 

Iconoclasm 

 

 



Jesuits 

 

 

Justice of the Peace 

(JP) 

 

Martyr 

 

 

Mass 

 

 

Papal bull 

 

 

Persuivants 

 

 

Presbyterian  

 

 

Printing press 

 

 

Prophesying 

 

 

Protestant 

 

 

Puritan 

 

 

Recusants 

 

 

Regicide  

 

 

Seminary 

 

 

Separatists 

 

 

Surplice 

 

 

Transubstantiation 

 

 

Treason 

 

 

Vestments 

 

 

 



What can you remember about the differences between the Catholic and 

Protestant churches? 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

What did the 1559 Act of 

Supremacy say? Why did 

Elizabeth do this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did the 1559 Act of 

Uniformity say? Why did 

Elizabeth do this? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  

 

How did the Pope react 

in 1570? 

 

 

 

 

 

What did the 

1571 Treason 

Act say? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

  

 
 

 

Who were the Jesuits? 

Why did they come to 

England? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did they avoid 

capture? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How did Elizabeth’s 

government deal with the 

Jesuit threat? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Create a Twitter conversation between Elizabeth I and Edmund 

Campion. 

     

 

    

 
 

 



     

 

    

 
 

 

 



 
 

 

Who were the Puritans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why were the Puritans a threat to Elizabeth? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

How did Elizabeth’s 

government deal with 

the Puritans in 

Parliament? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened to 

Archbishop Edmund 

Grindal? Why? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did Archbishop John 

Whitgift do to suppress the 

Puritans? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What happened to the 

Separatists? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

How was Mary Queen of Scots related to the 

Tudors? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What can you remember 

about her life before 

1568? 

What can you remember 

about her life between 

1568 and 1587? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Why did Mary Queen of Scots flee to England in 

1568? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Rebellion Who was involved and 

what did they want to 

achieve? 

What did the rebels 

do? 

How did the 

government respond? 

How dangerous was the 

rebellion to Elizabeth 

I? 

 

1569 

Northern 

Rebellion 

 

 

    

 

1571 

Ridolfi Plot 

 

 

 

    

 

1583 

Throckmor

ton Plot 

 

 

    

 

1586 

Babington 

Plot 

 

 

    



 
 

Why was Mary Queen of Scots executed? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

How did foreign leaders react to Mary’s execution? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9fYfkXUCSOw


Why did Spain and England go to war in the 1580s? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish strengths Spanish weaknesses 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

English strengths English weaknesses 

 



What can you remember about the events along the route of the Spanish 

Armada? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why did the Spanish Armada fail to achieve its aims? 

 

 

Spanish mistakes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

English strengths 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Luck 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 



Here are the key words and phrases for the ‘Life in Elizabethan times’ topic. 

What can you remember? 
 

Key word/phrase Definition/Context  

Allegory 

 

 

Alms 

 

 

Arable land 

 

 

Censorship 

 

 

Circumnavigation 

 

 

Colony 

 

 

Cult 

 

 

Dearth 

 

 

Debasement 

 

 

Empire 

 

 

Enclosure 

 

 

Galleon 

 

 

Gentry 

 

 

Gloriana 

 

 

Great Chain of Being 

 

 

Humanism 

 

 

Inflation 

 

 

Legislation 

 

 



Monasteries 

 

 

Monopolies 

 

 

Nationalism 

 

 

New World 

 

 

Ottoman Empire 

 

 

Patronage 

 

 

Pauper 

 

 

Plague 

 

 

Poor rate 

 

 

Printing press 

 

 

Privateers 

 

 

Propaganda 

 

 

Renaissance 

 

 

Ruff 

 

 

Tavern 

 

 

Vagrant 

 

 

Workhouse 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

How was Elizabethan society organised? 

 

 
 

 

What was the Great 

Chain of Being? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What was considered to be fashionable in Elizabethan England? Label the 

image below. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Woollen/silk 

stockings 

Farthingale Ruff Small hat to 

show off hair 

Trunk-hose 

Over-gown Doublet  Sword Under-gown False hair 

Cloak Blackened 

teeth 

White make 

up 

Jerkin Gown 

 

 

What were the 1574 Statutes of Apparel? 

 

 

 

 



What can you remember about Elizabethan architecture? Label the different 

features. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 



Label the different features of an Elizabethan theatre. 

 

 
 

1 =  

 

2 =  

 

3 =  

 

4 =  

 

5 =  

 

6 =  

 

7 =  

 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

How were actors 

viewed before 

Elizabeth’s reign? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 What did the 1572 law 

say about actors and 

theatres? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did people go 

to the theatre? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where were 

London’s theatres? 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Describe Elizabethan 

actors 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the plays 

entertain and engage? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Identify examples of 

playwrights 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What were the 

themes of the 

plays? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Elizabeth’s reign deserves to be 

called a “Golden Age”. 

Elizabeth’s reign does not deserve to 

be called a “Golden Age”. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How did the 

government’s attitude 

to theatre change? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Why was there poverty in Elizabethan England? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

What was the attitude to poverty in the early 

part of Elizabeth’s reign? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What did the 1601 Elizabethan Poor Law say? 

Why was introduced? 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Why did 

Elizabethans want to 

explore the world? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What had been 

invented to enable 

Elizabethan 

exploration? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Aims of the voyages 

 

Examples How far were the aims achieved? Success 

or failure? 

 

To trade and bring 

back riches 

 

 

 

 

  

To find a northerly 

sea route to India 

or China 

 

 

 

  

To attack Spanish 

settlements in 

Central America 

 

 

 

  

To establish English 

settlements overseas 

(colonies) 

 

 

 

  



What can you remember about Elizabeth I’s reign? 

 

1550s 

 

 

 

 

1560s 

 

 

 

 

1570s 

 

 

 

 

1580s 

 

 

 

 

1590s 

 

 

 

 

1600s 

 

 

 

 

 


